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Two enp,:ical studies vere conducted in Indiana to of
- ascertain the types of coatritutions residents of small towns and /
__ruralsageas feel their gommunity can perform for the€ir subjective ;'
iiigiifﬁe;ﬂa‘ii'v“Etﬁééerﬁi”é “the degree to which these contributions
are ccmparakle among elderly and younger r#ral and urbém residents.
An “individual level perceived comwunity functioen" afpproach _was _uged.

;'*n i”qdéstiannai*efsu:vey in Hhich re=;enaent5 vere asked to :ate the

azalyzed bv priﬁcipal camganent varimax ?ata*ian prccedu*es. Besults .
*“bf”thé“f‘:sf“%tuay ‘Indica*ed that both over~65 and under-65 g:eups
- locked to their small tcwns and rural communities to provide 3

functions: personal relations lpraximity cf friends and :elat*ves):

""" a*rtenanee tjabs;“shagping fasilitie Sy neaical services), and T

In 1arqer camnunities. haﬁevef, the greups differe& as ta vhich
community attributes cortributed to the three functions named above.
Pesults cf the second study indicated that both over-60 and under-60

—age-groups—found—-satisfacrtion—with-msaintenance—attribontes—angd————
rersonal relatione attributes. In neither group, however, was the *
ferscnal develcpment area uniquely predictive of community )

_ satisfaction. The major difference between groups was that the R
under-60 groups fcund satisfaction in the recreational facilities .
‘attritutes but the over-60 grcups did no*. Implications for future
research were deeped; many and varied. (AN) ' : :
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* Repfcducticns supplied by EDES are the bést that can be made
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to be anazﬁarstedfintﬂ a;pargizular servi:e deli¥e:y syste and o
identify bases ﬁf publis uppart fﬁr ar fesiatgneeftaéa spe:ifiﬁ 3erv£¢e
) N .”aﬂSQEfg - 6ﬁ1ﬁntﬁbuta tg

Amefitan sctiety. As- nate&‘by Rcssi (19?2) fﬂf ane devélnpmenz DE
-um~uaa§iaL~ind£¢atara-afkthe quslitg*ainlifexiaund in.ﬂﬁeri;an communities
has ‘encountered a major abs:sglg., A viable system of social indi:aﬁars,,
-must-incorporate community - ‘attributes- qire;tly pertinent.-to- resideaﬁs
~well-being. Yet at-pregent._ sngintegratei theoretical - frgmewark_dis

_ ~tinguishing bezween the more. and the 1253 televsnt cammuﬂgzy' 2 ¥ ‘s :
~———Tacktng—— — T

Y

. Gn.; mare theatetical 1gvel, answeta tc these quggtians wguld facila B
itate understanding the role of local services, facilities, and other - j.{—‘_' . ,?
R EEYIbutes In- sﬂtIsfhtEfﬁn”ﬁifﬁsfﬁékpfégéﬁt’éﬁmﬁﬁﬂff?’énﬁifﬁﬁm&ﬁt“{e.5.,w’f*ftﬁz e
_ Goudy, 1977; Rojeck, Clemente, and Sumders, 1975) and in migration pref-".

erences . (e.g.i Ryan, Beaulieu, and.Blake, 1976; Fuguitt and Zuiches, 1975; ;
... 2uiches, 1972).  Given ‘the. Aabsence of pfgvicus conceptual .analyses-of the . .
: :nntfibutign§ ‘Fesidgnts see attiibutes of the residential community mske"'ij~ :

-to thelr subjectivéptiell- beiﬁg, many iﬂvestigatigns of these issues. -+ -
: netzaasfily have beén samewhat -atheoretical or -ad hoc in ‘nature. Auswefs i L
'JW‘Eaﬂthe abave -questions;—then; ‘would- idéntify par:iculsr attribgtas Ehac ,thUA;ﬁih
could be associated with community satisfaction or uﬂgratisn preferenﬁes R

cw

and also’ suggest the bases’ for thaae assaciatiansr g, S S ;

This repart examinEs the Eﬁﬂtfibutiﬂﬁs uhich resiﬂeﬂts QE small tawnﬁ _
and rural areas see thelir fesidential aammunity can perform for :heig sub-,;
jective well-being, and considers the- degree these’ ;antfihuqéﬂns a:é com- -
pn:abIaxnﬁgngxslde:1¥ugndx¥aunge:=;£sidgﬁﬁsLm_In,ﬂxe;gLﬁk,riggzgniﬁshEG-
retical approachcs to subjective well-being are reviewed In terms of Eheif
applicability tb this fgsuc.’ Then an "individual level pércetved’ Eﬂﬁﬁ0ﬁity / S,

Euﬂcrians" sppfca:h is dESEEibEd Tua empirical studiea based on thisr s




»::Qmunitieis dispisy fun:l:ians

r communities. The second study |
traces differem:es bétween gldefly
 relative contribution of.these -

defion -with their present- comiunity.

‘ 3d useful pnintrai 7 :
Is i:h@glgga izswaveri Lh:;r §ﬂi§ﬁa£ ﬂi%.dzgﬁy apawer, ;he,qgeg- o
18, gprineipall;f l_;écgusg they do-not attcmpt"’ te bridge the gy between 7
E :he fr;e tual '8 mctu e Qf individuals and a;:ributes af :he Eesidential

P P F -
Pyl -

e :Dﬁgl*turtenﬁ appraat:h ta subjgctive well being i§; Ei,f-st,, Ec idenﬂEy
varinug ‘domains:-or, 5&:5@:5! of "life experience” and then to estimate the ' .
: :e;atimhip of can;eatment with' these-domains, PR3 mrerall subjective well-g .
. Y ,bging—nt satisf&;ﬁian Ei‘th _parti:ulaf egvi’mnmgi_ ‘iThg iﬁem; empfising
™1 a ¥omain may be défined.a priorf on conéeptual gri s
3 c:gtien ‘of major: dqma‘l_nigy Campbell, Converse, and. R'Jgers (1976), :nf 7
mpirically by mull:ivariaitg clustering or facta in’ E-:hnlquea, e.g.,
Lﬂndrm xm:l ﬁiﬂ;ey (1976)1;—11lluatratively;- th efiem:es may refer—to-
- eritical {px ideggs‘_{ 1.e,. ~ evegtsaaﬁrl ry one's . at_ _dre seen by
-individuals as’ substantiall‘f enhancing or leiing ﬁhe!.r sense.of well-
bging (Flanagan, ‘1978). ‘'Along gimjlar lines ate stregsful life events -
o such as depressian n-marfiage or=death of a spa’use,tha cédn potentially .
ow..imperil ope's: mentdl healchf(e*g,-,gﬁmdbum 21969 RBeddburn_and Caplovitz, -~
1965; Emstantine, Braun, and Ds\gis 1973)." Included also are satisfaction. -
with pgftic:ular conditfons experiencedulby the- iudivi{!gal ‘which are sPeaifigd
: {n- tfaﬁs-siﬁuatianal terms such ‘as sati&fa‘,ztian with one's standard of -
e Haping (e B Hedleyg 1‘9?&5 ‘or-health- (&g Andrew: amd=Withey; -1976) - -wm- =
, satisfaction with one's performance in a role guch as worker (e: g,, Campbell
Conversey! #hd Radgers 1976)," sstisfs;tim uitfk the Eengr of ene's relation-
ship with significant Eithe,,,lsuc:h as spouse or ;:hildreﬁ (e.g., Apdrews and
“""Withey . 19763, ) 4 asﬁis:ﬁdttign With otHer areag Ef concérn in one's dsily
v life (Csntﬂ.l 1965) Sy w oo T

Mlthgugh thtg "e:q:feﬂ,gni dmpsins" sppfaac:h has Been very uaeful in ' -
‘other contexts, id cadnof by itself clarify the issue of which Eun:tiaﬁs
“individuals see attributes of the local residential ‘community can perform
v for their ‘subjective well-being. The prim;ipsl -obstacle i3 the lack of
. izeetmeaffegpﬂnd eﬂet%eﬂeEﬁﬁt:ﬁbgtegxe f-n—¢ omenun if!y—xen-vifmentnsnd
fife domains as sgecified in terms of Expefienﬁes." A clear example ~
is that of lnttrpersaﬁal felaticnships. An éxperiénee dgmainfasited ‘by

invegtigatars (E%g., Andfews a:ad Hithey. 197£o) pEftEi_nS to -the Eelt adgquaey




an attrip :;Spacial pfaxiﬁity tq'iri ds/famﬂy or frequen:y of tanzact o
-with su:& siétiftcant others: would:be: attributes: of the .extra- persanal en-
viranmenﬁ; oximity or contact do ndt neeeasgrlly ‘indicate that thcse

i ;relstianships -will be elase .or sstisfyingg Proximity. and contact may..

- facilitate tHe development of close primary-ties -(e.g.; Athanasiou’ and . o
_f%shiaka 1973; Fertinger, Schachtér, ’and Back, 195@) and may be- Espgzizlly
important %o maintain social: Ties s whe- elderly (e.g., Nahemow and:: -

- Lawton, 1975). Yet frEqueney ‘of infarmal contacts-with friends and relatives
=_aﬂd more Eprma psftieip ition in soc '31 clubs do- na: 1nevitsb1y pre: de

: ian with ign{gi:sﬁt ather, dnea_nct impig in:isaéy:gf zlasg
«.and’ llaven, i‘SEB} The diﬂjum}ﬂga hg;’lﬂeea
*life gxperience Bﬁd envifamsenzgl atﬁribute paradigms precludes any direct-
géneralization from the. fo to thﬁﬂ!atter. A residential community o
environment qua enviranmenzmhust be SPE;IE:LE& in terms of e;t:airazher than

s s s S e e e e s s s e o

intfa ﬁefﬁaual prapertiesi ;?%LH, e .

A’ sgcaqd gné distinctly different, apprgach is that of sys:em or <com-
_.munity level functions (e.g., Mercer, 19565 Parsoms, 1960; Warren, 1963).
Theareti:ally, {n order to remain viable as an arganized system residential

" communities, institutions, and other forms of social urganizatian must ensure
the perfaqpance of certain functions. If a residential community is to com-

TTT¥{noe toTexIst as an “entity, the institutions Efﬂupsxlgnd “1nd1vidubils com:™

Vpnsing that cammugity must provide.a framewafk of nggms,ard ‘rifles of behavior
must ensure that particular ac:ivi,ies occur, and in Other ways behave so as
-~ to-provide- for the continuity of-the community.- An~eg&mpiewi§~ﬁb§teniﬁ;{1963

__hypothesized 'socialization functibn; some means must be developed to ensure

Ehét ;Hildfen snd che: ﬁew,tes'de,cs internalize the dictates and norms of
’jfﬂi; system is to surviye the demise of the

= L]

There {5 a msjnf difficulty in directly applying this appfagch “to iden-
tifying-the contributions to sypjective well- being which residents gnticip@:e
a community will perfofm for thém, Current theories employing this "communit
—-level-systemfunctions' paradigm ﬂﬁ*ﬂgﬂ spec'ify how .the. pfefequisites for-a

viable: cbmunitf system are related: to'the needs of individual residents.

The welfare of -individvals in'a cammunityégystem cannot be qndaggtgad by, :

zattending solely to the maiﬁtenancg tequiréments of the community &3 a 5upra-
““individual system (cf. Mercer; 1956). “As Gergon noted*(1976), to solve the" -
. anclent problem of balancing the’'good of the individual and the good of

gociety as a uhalgq one should assess the pattewf of interaetign between in-

dividuals and ihexenviraﬁment Beyond congidering individua) quality of

life in communal terms, one must also define system or’ caggmnal quality of

lif-e ln Lndiviﬂual Eérms. : Ty . _ / L%
- i - f

’EZ’““=““’¥Ef=ﬁﬁﬂtﬁEf‘EHtTEﬁt’EppfﬁEthmmaggbEl%ﬂbe1Ed ngﬂpeeifitxﬂﬁmmuﬁit?5!===:l

attribute" perspective. In this model ,the contribution or role of speaifié
. services or facilities is estimai#d from the association betueen indif;es of %
};subjectivg well: beiné and the*ﬂu1l;ty/quantlty of an atttibute. In :he

4
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15 .-*tyvéal stud}v paftiéular :mnity attriﬁutés are selec:ed ‘and - m;gsures af

. the -actval condition of those attribu:es {e. g.r Galke Goves and. He%eragn, -
1972? Zehner,. 1977) or indices of individuais eg:tia@wtqﬁthe presznz L
" ‘condition o ‘"Eh&;e attributes ‘(e ‘g & Campbell, &t al., '1976), are ﬂevelapeﬂi

* Next? subjett;ive well-being is gauged either in “obye ctive terms such as -
! s recidivism’ ~among mental patients (Smith, 1977) homocidé rates .(Bobth and Helr;h
- 1973), or gther forms,of indiviguals' pathology (e.g. ;¥Galle, et al., 1972); .or
i't ‘may be_ gNrged by sﬂbjgc;:ive evglua:i?ef L;di;ai;ars such’as hsﬁpine_gs {e.g.,
: E:aﬁhurﬂsnﬂ Caplovitz, 1965) overall 1life lsa:isfacticn (e.g., Zehéf 1977),
ot sati fa:tigg With' ane's‘ éamuni )y enviro nt in toto (e‘g. . G&udx, 1977)
mlyges nE the data sitgmpt to .id ntifﬂth iqu; contribution a siven,
;ttfihucg or 4&1: of sttrib&:ﬁes ﬁnke to 8 blg:tive Hegl being.

'- z =l .,‘.___.,,‘_ _——

< All:haugﬂ this appraa:h has been quiEe valuable in x’dentifying I;Iﬂages
1 hgtueen va}'iﬁus subjective statgs and facets of the external- envircmmeut, o
i» ‘three t;amplicatigns pre:lude,jts glj,sez:t: a,:;pliga;iﬂn t6 the questi pnsed 1
here, The- firsq tWo are pfgcedural issue thé‘& Yender the bulk o psst

ﬁihe current questigné T

studtes uspng tfis model’ equivpcal ‘when appl
I‘Ee first pfghtm‘

. vhile’ the third: pf;biem is inherent jn the

availahﬂity of the attfibuEE in the si'q:ole, of 'camnities inves:igated.
Limited variatym in’an .at fibute may teadilyﬁ lead to undgcestimates of &:«he ;
“importance of that attribuge. " An abviaus paradox 15" t;;.at the fmpartanee of
1ase attributes truly fun amental tg thg survival of a ;n?mﬂity afd’ its
‘residents (e.g., provision for ‘at least.some emergency medical assistance,
S e%lgyment or-gther-means-of- -providing-income) may readily- be-underestimated
dud to rdstricted variability (cf. Strumpel, 1974).. If particular/attri.
- butes- are a;tually essential® to th¥® maintendnce.of a resi&ent%# community,
. lny_ugmglg of "live!. communities by definition wotld.confain/very. few- ino—le e
whit:h Ehese‘zg::r.ibutea were ﬁ@gexistent or séricusly makfunctioning. On
1and, In Ifeu ol ‘an establlished :he:;tjscal paradigm an attribute,

-

.

can be SEPEEifiEd and the, importance of.that jttribute cah easﬂy be’
overestimated. This may occur with objectively defined attributes ghen an
"m:riﬂsi:a;].y un.impartant" attribute i3 related (such as by.a comion .

T deTivery systém) to an "intrinsically important" . ’gtt?ibute mot specifically -
included in the anagsis. Overestimates maw be espei ially trpublesome when .
.+ thé condition or .availability 'of an attribute :is ifidexed in more Subjective '

... terma_sucly.as by resident. satﬂafs;;iaa with that attribute. ..Is- an- -aggociation -

7" betveen satisfadtion with an’@tpribute and /etali subjective well? -being die
" to: the formet determining théjlatter? the associhtion a functior o}
. the well kndu'n halo effect {cE. Guilfﬁrd l 5h) nceur@g when the evaluation

- _'._vnf one's life. .or .of the tommunity-as- a‘uhale colors-one's reactions-to- ape-é =
«ific parts-of that “¥hole? These considerations suggest that any invescigaWion -
based. héavily upon the.actual va?Bbility in the cﬂnﬂician or mvailability of
;pe:ific attributes may’ patentially misestimate Sihe funceiof or ccntribu;i@;{
Played by community attributes. What is needed is a measfite hat {s as fre
as pgssible¥r9m=‘the s;tual conditiom-of those .local cgmunities included in
the study. or example, an’'analysis based upon individuils' satisfaction

/ with the current condition of 13:31 reributes would be less acceptables. "' . °

~, than an’ analysis assessing one's pﬁqferences for having particular aE ibutes '

in any caﬂﬁunity in which one mi ht live. - . P S r‘,

L]
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*A second complication L'f; applying previbus investigations to ,the ;Efgaernc\
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questiaﬁs persains t6 many, but certainly not to 1-511 (E.g*, Rojech,’ EE aL, =
1975; "Goudy,: 1977) - past studies. HMultiple regression or- atb§ statistical'
-, techniques have been used to assess the uﬂque contribution of:single attri- o~
=<~ butes towell=being.. “Such ‘analyses-are difficult to -interpret in }.fglﬂ; of
\' ' the hypothesized (e.g., Clark, 197F; Wa:.rep, 1963) multifunctional and sub--
. stitutfible nature of community aéﬁribuces. A single servige .or qther- attri-
s bute may p1§E variety of roles, may make.more® than a siﬂgle ;:angributian -
4 to fesiden:s - welfare, -For example,. the school system can pfpviﬂe for :he '
. =socialization of the gmmg (Harren IBEB) yet ‘it may tyfically be seen by
. - the, pu’blic as basically job Efaining (Campbell and Eckerman, 1964).%
> : nmrnus aEEributes may be sddfessed p the same underlying Euncl:iﬁn ar ceﬂa
I:t‘ibutian. Illustfatiyely, mcv1es, p3 ks, swiming pagls,'and gr:her su:h

. linit (Christensen and’ Ybasl:ing, 1978 T:Lnsley, Earr.gtt, and - K‘gss, 19‘77)
ot residents may perceive &ny of these as substitutable or complementary - -
(e.g., Christensen and i‘aes;mg 1978; (ﬂeyersahn 1972; O' Lgafj?, Field, and
Schreuder, 1974).F 7 o - ] ¢ ¢
For fhese fB‘gE!nns ;e wauldliuggest that’ :-amunity Eu&:ciaﬂa may be
e fa—-nstfstea “more cle ;‘“lfn ~the ovarlapd Taman’g“pé‘ﬂ:éptiaﬂx’nfﬁvarisnftt
-attribu:es than 3n residents' unique reat:t:icns to a specific serviq:e or
facility. Qperatianally,‘ I:he Eﬂmanality ‘among perceptions of various
“attributes ‘estimated by a factor or ‘claster ‘analysis may he a- maii)e easilg,
". ‘ finterpreted index of a perceived contribution-to well-being than -are reactions
to a single attribute or to that aspect of a: single attribute -not shared with
v»,-“muathe:«gttfibutgs included -in .a-given analysis. At-heart,.this:is.a special =
.case of the now traditional rationale -for the use of. composite indicators of:
- -social’well-beéing (e.g., Smith,; 1973) and for: the use of multiple-item in-

_dicators of individualaA at:i:udes (e.g.; Nuanally, -1967)._ Wiij;_ﬂww_w_WT_
; 1nE’tﬁff¢=§ﬁ¢=EGTE”§§§iE=§BEtEETE=fE=tﬁ§f=tHE’tﬁﬁEt‘ﬁﬁEE“ﬁUf’Ei?ifttf
i+~ , consider perceived c@ntrihuti@ns. When the gvailsbility or :gnditian of -
', community attributes is measured objectively, there is no guarantee that *
' individuals' judgements will Ye comsiatent with these states (é.g., d'Iribarne,
. Even TE silch Tcnangdp‘ﬂ 187 d’cmﬁna‘t’f;ﬁted”‘aﬂ abserved“ aggdclatiog=————"—"=
between the aGaflablity/conditlon ol an attribute and ono's subjecttve well-
being does not indicate which of many 'possible functions residents see that
attribyte to play. wough indices of resg§2ﬂt sBatisfaction or other more
: subj%nﬁive mEasures 3 “the quali:yiquanzity of an attribute may avoid the T

farme!‘ difficult es, they do not necessarily avaid Ehe latter.

A~ 'fEE‘”Epr@EEh‘ﬁEZ‘EhY eflrxa:e ‘13- the "social- ecalugiesl" paradigm--
o dévelap d by Moos and assockates (Insel and Moos, 1974' a and b; ‘Haas, 1973
v 1974; Moos and 'Insel, 1974)m [Correctional institutidns,!unive: ties,
, hﬂspitsl wards’ and other human environments vary on particular psyehasm:isl
 dimensions rgpresenting the tenor of the persan=mﬂi&u inﬁétactirma within
sthose environments. A séries of these '"social ClimEEE dimensions have
beep,postulated. For example, "peer cohesion refers to the degree. to’
muh fch-{nd {tviduale—pe t;ie;véami;haMhei;iﬁg@mgnihtm:igna,gn::aurggg;z_=
¥them to provide mutual assistance. '"Clarity' is the extent to which the
rules and palici’gs guverning that environment arée made Explicit The degree




T > LT ' : K : . -
Hhit:h lﬂi\riduals perceiye EhsE 8 pgrticular climte characterizes tbeir
eavirenﬂgnt ‘i3 sssa:igted with the Ievel of well- B‘ging experienced b thﬁse
__ ='individuals (c f. ,,,J?el and Moos, 1974 a) Farigxgmple" Csffteg’ (lgﬁg)
T studied the' enviramgents “of Benedictine and  Trappist monks “and found “a"
. prevalgnce of coronary heart disease in chagesenvizaﬁments cha:ﬁ;ézérigeﬂ
;;:4:&;:1‘@ wijﬁ)a éense of time utgency. , .-
. Ml . ) .
- l&Ls approach. has mzh to *fg::mend it a8 a point of de;i\grtufe for, in-
ﬂatigaﬂcns of the functions that individuals see their residential com-
.V munity can perform for their subjective well- being. ‘It identifiés a wide
" . range of salient fecaturcs of a living cnvirormént. Its brdad scope mgy
Ehereby help ‘to avaid Ehe pr@blcm noted by Gaud‘y (197ﬁi in his- rgv,ieu of
—camntin it arisEscrion- - pAA L~ stigations.-he-contended have ... .
;hm an .ﬂ:c;essive zﬂnzentratian upan ;he e:m;lami; and physical attribute!
and a: cartespanding underemphasis upon the more social attributés of a
‘community. Further, it‘'can be seen to occupy the middle ground between
the approaches labe;gd here as ''c nity level system functions” snd
. "experigpnce domains™ in that it EEES “upon individuals' reacticns to .
, those attributes of an“environment important to their.well “being.. In this -
i—_*f»;f?a?vit«digp}gyav ~thrust= -which=Gerson-{1976),~for-one; sees. P nmgrymr—:?.z;
"for “a workable theory of qudlity of life.. That-is, it emphasizes patterns ,
.2~ of interaction among people within a setting, patterns which both mold »
~individuals-as individuals and which stém from- their-activities. In— - :
-addition, we should note that by concentrating. upon clusters of features
:hlt play a common .role; it implicitly can take fnto account the multi-
— Eunctiansl;aud substitutable-nature of. envi:amzal*gtzfibutgsLw_&., e

=

e

by

~ On the other hsﬂd, previous ‘stddies using the soctal eeﬁggiéglmédel
............ gamtﬂ.mnez -the_ qugégieng pcseﬂ h_e:e! , Firat _the p’résegt questiansﬂpgfi i
With Tew e;eeptlans the dimensTons Emp;ayéd In ﬁ?ﬁv', .
did not necessarily represent perceptual dfmensions, i‘e-, per%peztives
along which “individuals®cognitize thelir residentigl community énvironment.’ ,
~ With sSome notable exe:eptir:ms (e.g., Stern, 1970), aﬁalyses of dimensions e
relevant to the Andividual's welfare in a given e vi:onmentfypicﬂly o
have not verified by direct empirical test the dimensionality of individupls’ .
perzepti&ma of environmental attributes. It is jcssible that distinctions
- - driewn-by-the -lnvestigators -among differeat. dimensions ‘or subdimensions did
= ,na!t :arregpaﬂd to the distinctions visualized by medbers of that Enviranmen:.
" For example, members ma_g) havg perceived a smaller- number of dimengic‘ﬂs, .
each ccﬂtaining al};srger nmﬂ;er of aEtfibu:gs, than did the investigatars,i

SQGnd in the sm;fal e lugica} sppfgqﬂ-’l the number snd th‘e nature 5
of the subdimensions zmési§ a higher order digension vary~agmewhat from
- one .type“of environment to another, as do, the empifical referents (Qpe;atianal
) definitions) of the. ‘dimens iogs: and subdiﬁﬂnsfans, Illustratively, in dis-
cussing the. "support" dimensg;n uE sa:isl climate, Insel and Moos (1974:181- ..
182) note:.. e . ;
- =@ N
7 "Faf example uark environments haue two distinc:ly difﬁerent
‘. * !u'ppt:ft €lements. One element i called peer-r:nhesioﬁ and
accounts for the social and interpecsonal’ rehmngships that
develop among wgrEzrg and thch tendency to stick 4oguether’ zmd
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he!R each at’heff l‘he semné elemem:, called staff suppa:t, ’i '

. mag@e,nt em:aurages and helps ﬁfmmanagemen: pefsunﬁel. Ihese .
Sl S 220 2 - I eiemem:s idem:ify -a distinction betveen pegr-support-and.. .. ... . - s
T ;upe:‘visor or staff support. - In psychiatric and :orrectianal
. enviraamem:s peer support .tends to merge with staff support. <0
In fact, it- is difficult to find prograts where these two =
. ~ support variables are not correlated positively. However, in. -
77 awork environmént, nonmanagement “persoonel frequently spend =~
.  a great deal of time- ‘together, main:giﬁing a separate factﬂr e, ¥
cof’ EEhESiYEnESE- _ . . : '

s . - Pos

1977 Pbcs 1’975) :he social Etalagi‘:al pgrsdigm has not bEEﬂ applied to res-

) idmtigl community enyironments. Hence; Ehe ‘dimensions hypothesized .to de@be
-other envi;aménts may not directly apply’ to residential communities. A simfar
question .can be raised about the applin:abﬂi:y of given dimensions to sub<
papulatims such as elderly residents of small communities. That a set of*

- envirqnmental attributes play a particular~role, for the general public does not

- FHBE e:!sr;ﬂy ~imnly-that-they- Fiﬁf"ﬁ*"ﬁg‘ilgftﬁlé -for-a-specific- eubgqgulstiq&

In conclusion, current concepts cannot- satis factarily answer the que S
" "tiona posed here. The furegai:xg ‘considerations indicate" thatig workable™
approach would have several Eeatures It would specify the residential
~community enviromment in terms of attfibutes external to the individual

e father--than-as-intra-personal -characteristics.or.zxperiences e Yhe attrd- . ... ..
" butes would patentially bg- interpretable as pertaining directly to the _
-. ~ well-being -of residents qua ihdividuals rather than solely to-the "well- -
_being" of the Cﬁmunil‘:}' as8_4a 'SUpIa- individgal Em:il:y It must be addressed

- tosthe individuals percepti@ﬂs of “‘fibu;es and specify the dimensionality

:haulﬂ be bgged as li:tle as passible an“ :he actual availability!zgnditiﬂns .

— or the_actual organization of local attributes. Finally, for simpli:ity '
of inteppretation, a workable approach could Eansmer ;lusters of attributes.

T rathet” thar the operation oI single~attributes = T e

Lﬁ "Individual Level Perceived Cmunity E‘unctian"‘Appmach e,

An “’:Lndividual level perceived Eamunlty fgnctian (more simply, a
"perceived function") is a type of comtribution to subjective weld-being.
- for which members-of a residentisl community look to particular- caﬁuuity
attributes. A 'function! would be a set of dne or more interrelated needs
(feinfaﬂ:ements) that are met.(provided) through usage of particular attri-
butes or simply" through the prescnceé of those attributes in the community.
A "pcrcglv;_d function,”™ {n turn, would be the nmticlpuLLun by residents
“? that a8 particular configuration of ngeds;'reinfaf:em nts would be addtegaed -
' by a set of one or more attributes of the community environment.

£ . -

" Community Eun:tigns*shaulgj be }dentifiable*iﬁ residlents' preferences

‘J

ffor or demafds to have particular properties available te them fna °~ &
% - — . ’ i; -
] . T ( . T -
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residential -community. More spgﬁifizally, the patential multifun::ianal
and substitutable pature of a function suggests that” a function should
. be more interpretable when seen in the covariance among attribute prefe:ences
" ‘than in the preference for a single attribute. For example, it may be dIf-
< ficult to interpret residents' beliefs that having indoor ggtertainment -
facilities available is'important to their welfare. Does such a preference’
indicate the existence of a recreation function? Or is it a form of desire
- -. .for a healthy ecomomic base, comparable in part to. the. p:aduczianfdistributiﬁn/
:aaaumptiﬁn-funﬁtinn of Warren (1963) 7 The value .residents ascribe to indoor
" entertainment facilities might -be more readily understood if it wére known
that such a pre¥erence correlated highly with the values. individuals see in

having access to parks and ﬂ-_,' Qutiggt recfeatiEﬁEI facilltlés Qf in the

=

L d =

apglytiz Ezrma) ﬂmﬂng Eheag gttribute prLfEfEnEES mighc well be a elearef S
index of a perceived, recreation function than 1s the preferen:e for any

one of these attributeﬂ.

, *ﬁities? Based on the social ecological
proach 0 E Mo0s~ an&?bn<Itsé §p fcation to redidential~comuunicies—by Blake,; === ="
. " Weigl, and Perloff (1975), four such functions could be hypothesized. The
_first d dimension o FESﬂnalftelatianshipf pertains to attributes indicative
“of thé'ﬁéEEHEial for residents to pravide affective support for each other.
An illustrative attribute would be proximicy to close personal friends. A
second perceived function would be 'maintenance and charige." Here would
r~-ba~the~attributes “such "ag- emplayment“appartunities -and- thz‘prgagn2§§ﬂf e e
shopping facilities providing fn: Ehe long texm survival af the :ammunity
and of its constituent members.
The Ehird percéived funﬁtion, persanal development " is analagcus Ea
that conceived by Moos and :Dlleagues It refers to attributes (e g-,
-adult education classes) which provide opportﬁnities for-personal graﬁth
and aelf-fealizatian. The final dimension may be labeled ''recreation,' c
__in that it fncludes attributes which permit a person to experience variety,
to experience stimulation or relaxation, or in other ways provide for the
entertainment of residents. -The distinctionybetween the personal develop- =
ment and recreation functions may be a bit fine, in that particular com-
~munity attributes such as the presence of museums or the availability of
craft clubs may be relevant te both functions. A given leisure activity
can be a source of self-worth or self-respect, a locus for social partic-
ipation (i.e., a place to make friends), a source of status or prestige,
- an entry to mew experiences, a way to pass time,'etc. (Havighurst, 1972 a;
Meyersohn, 1972). On the other hand, the distinction between the two may
be meaningful. Not only may individuals distinguish between the two in
‘the roles they see community attributes to play, but also the two ma?
differ in the magnitude aof thelir contributions to the adequacy of the N
residential community environment. That is, individuals may see opportunities
or eveaks providing EﬁiitEmEﬁE, entertainment, relaxation, or similar . ex- .
‘periences pertingnt td reereation communkty attributes as different from
creative !iaf expresaion, enhancement of skills, or comparable experiences
pertinent to community attributes we term personal’'development (e.g., Andrews
and Withey, 1976; Tinsley, Barrett, and Kass, 1977). I€ people diffeténtiaté
bgtueaq the two :galms of experience they may possibly distinguish also -
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tetween.ﬁnﬁnmnity attributes dlre:tly ?értinent to those realms . .of experﬂen:ef'
"Further, the implicatiéns of the two may be different for. residents' welfare.

T, zoWhile &. valﬁeﬁnmﬁer’nf'peapleAiindFstimdlatian and-variety rewarding, while - - -

- many find relaxation attractivegsa’ :elatively small numbér shauld ‘be seeking

opportunities for sclf realization (E,g., Maslew, 1962; -Mitchell, Logothetti;
and Kantor, 1971). Hence, in the general gapulace recreation attribuces may
play a larger role than do personal development appartunities in determiniﬂg

"~ the adequacy of the community eﬁgé§aﬁaenf- “In the final ﬁhalysis “however, ~ - -
the distinction between.a. recreation and a personal development function 1is
an gmpiri;aﬁiqugszian yet to bg answereﬂ by empiricsal resear;ﬁ. :

-

'} charazterize the A

L imply that in all zammunities four and E four unique perceptunl dimensiﬁns
composed -of exactly the same community aftri%utes w¥ll emerge in residents’
valdations. Rather, we would speculate that these four dimensions would -
be general across communities. 1In a given community environment, subdimensions:*
of the four mafigmarge but we would an;icipate that these subdimensions would
~ tend to cluster into the 'basic" four functions gutl‘ ed above. Further, the
"~ specific-attributes expressing a function should vary with the experiences of .. =+
the residents within th¢ communities in question. For example, consider long
_term residents of communities heavily dependent upon tourism for their economic
vitality.. Will such people zonSIder parks, movie theaters, and other rec-
reational facilities as relevant to a maintenance function rather than simply
to recreation per se? Consistent with the application of a social ecological -
“paradigm to other environments (e.g., “Insel and Moos, 1974; Moos and" Brownstein, "
.1977), then, we would expect tHat these four "basic' dimensions would ‘hold across
various residential community environments. The specific attributes compos ing
e given dimensicn and the existen:e af ‘any. subdimensions within that-dimension; -
- : ] » of community to. .another;

. While-.a given set of perceived funccians may ke seen as ;h racteristic
of .the general resident population, there may be differences among subpopulations
FE— per:eiuad-Eua::iansf?zihesg;diiiaren;agﬁm;g bE,traEEablE to_the fact that the -
atrengths QE the ralevanc nEEdS/fEinfOrEEEEHES méy vsry across subpopulatiﬁns. For

’munity gt:ribute functigns “than an ulder persgn ‘who' msy ‘be’ 1n ‘the” process of

- adjusting  to retirement and the departure -of children from the home (Atchley,
1977:88). Another source of subpopulation differences might be variations

... in the extent to which grpups look to EhE local residential community to
> . meet these needs: For example, those more mabile geogfaphically Or occupa-

" tionally may look more to professional groups or to other such sources rather
than simply to the immedidte residential community for satisfaction of many
needs (e.g., Lawton and Nahemow, 1973 R&dgers, 1977). Subpopulation dif-
ferences may be pafticularly likely when a subpcpulation is isolated from
the general populace. When a subpgpulstian is- integrated into the lafger
‘social petwork of the community, the infcrmal,pfessures toward conformity
afiaing from frequent interaction with c:the#:éﬁd f¥op thHe use é’f—a:témaﬁ—‘m
information base may tend to counteract thg’fnfluen:éPaf those factors
generating idiasyn:tatig views of community attributes. The above con-
teptualizatiﬁﬂ ‘of perceived community Eunztions is based upon the general
sgcial gcglogy pafadigm Although thfee Df the fauf hypﬂthesized funztians Co.
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_are similar to the three dimensions considered by Moos and associates, the

" “present approach differs from previous Eplicatians of the paradigm in 7.7

several important ways. The principal fferences are that perceived s
functions pertain specifically to the residenttsl community chvironment,

afe .specified solely in tepms of extra-personal characteristics of that
environment, and are pasit§§F3§ unique perceptual dimensions in the eyes

of members of Ehat{szjfranmenr. A "

i - STUDY 1 L.
The principal purpgse of Study 1 was to verify the existenze of three

of the perceived functions described above in the orientations of the more ~
elderly (over 65 years of age) and the younger {under 65) residents of small
towns and-rural areas. Administrative factors precluded testing for a
Separate peraanal development dimension. However, one additional atﬁribgﬁe,
opportunities for participation in publiec affairs, was included to SEE if
‘generational différences would emerge in an attribute relevant to one's
role ia the larger community (cf. Flanagan, 1978). Secondarily, the study

- intended to assess whather comparable functions would characterize. the .
orientations of the two age groups 1iving in more urban communities of 10,000

_____tﬁ_Eﬂ*Qﬁﬂ pﬂpulatian, _ , . : _ _ R
As indicated by Blake, et al.. (1975), the maintenance fun;tign should

be identifiable in resident ' orientations toward medical servizes, employment
opportunities, the educational system, and access to storés and businesses.
The personal felatioﬂship area would be reflected in individuals' values
toward proximity to. one's friends and to relatives. Outdobr recreation
opportunities, indoor entertainment facilities, and social ¢lubs or organi-
zations would be pertinent to the recreation function.

- - = 4 - I Y

-1t was expe¢ted Ehac the Oriéntétiﬂnﬂ of Elderly fesidents wauld cor-
respond cloSely to those of younger residents in small towns and rural areas.
Compared tb more urban areas, in small towns and rural areas the elderly

are more thoroughly integrated into the formal organizations and informal
social networks of the larger community (cf. Lawton, 1977).” Although not
necessarily having more contact with one's own children and other relatives
(Bultena, 1969: Youmans, 1963), the elderly in small town and rural areas
may have more informal social interaction with friends and neighbors than
do the urban elderly (Bultena, 1969; Powers, Keith, and Goudy, 1975; Schooler,
1970; Youman, 1963). The greater interaction in small communities is not
limited to interactions to age peers but .includes more cross generatfonal
relationships (Langford, 1962). In larger communities such cross generational
ties may be hindered by age segregaced housing patter¥§ found there (Kennedy
and deJong, 19 ). . .

It was predicted, then, that in smaller towns and- rural, areas the.views
of the elderly would coincide with the views of the younger residents in
that both age groups would display the three perceived functions of mainte-
nance, personal relations, and recreation. In larger communities, the. views
of the elderly would diverge from the three dimensional pattern found among
younger residents. '
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" Method .

AN P S

A questionnaire was mailed tdé a stratified random sample of 8,037
Indiana heads of households drawn from a comprehensive listing of auto-
mobile registrants. Elimination.of those whq were deceased or-who could

. not be contactéd: by -mail ‘reduced the sample to 7,558 eligible respondents.
Of these 717 (5,365) returned:the questionnaire dufing one of the four
waves of the survey. Rejection for fallure to provide usable responses
to all relevant questions further fcduced the sample to 4 ,619. From these,
3,451 were chosen for study. = The pfiﬁcipal sample was Ehose 65 years or
. more {n = 284), and those under 63-(n = 1997) living in communities of
under 10,000 pqpulatibn. A comparison sample inélude those over 65 (n = 112)
and Ehﬂae under 65 (n = 1,058) living in urban communities of 10,000 to
;50,000 residents. . S ] - : -

*
- !' = . ig
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Respondents rated the value éE'IO community attributesg;~1i.e., the
importance of having each-attribute in the '"city or town in or near which

they would most like to live." Each attribute was rated on a 4-point scale
rtanging, from 'undesirable" (1) to "essertial (4). The attributes were:

a) nearness to rglatives, b) entertainment facilities (e.g., theaters),

¢) educational system,. d) clubs and organizations to join, e) medical care,

f) stores and businesses; g) nearness to present friends, h) outdoor ree-
-reation, 1) availability of employment, and J) opportunity for participatien

- in public affairs. Individuals also reported the population-.size of their .

. present community (under 2,500; '2,500-10,000; 10,000-50,000; 50,000-150,000;

:hara:teriscits

Results _ : = -

Ratings of attribute values were tonverted to scores of 1 to 4; Eighet
a:ares :éflected greater judged desirabilicy of an atcribuﬁe Separately

Eamponéﬁ: varimax rotation pracedures (cf Hafman, 1960) In egzh sub-

" sample three orthogonal components were extracted with eigenvalues greater
than 1.00. Rotation to the varimax criter;ﬂn yiﬁlded the faczar matrices
displayed in Tables 1 and 2,

Aa shaqﬁ in Table 1, the attribute values of those living in small
comnunities IEflEGE?? the three dimensions identifijed U Blake, Weigl,
and Perloff (1975). The. anticipated maihtenance, -entertainment, and
personal relations dimensions werc factors l, 2, and 3, Tespectively among

’ynunEEf respondents, and Eggtafs 2 l, and 3 respectively among older

= B 5

w
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. 150,000-500,000; or.-over. SDQ QQG), .ktheir age,. and other. EDGiQ-EEQBGﬁiQ $iL;xl;”,"
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U Table 1
Factor Loadings of the Two Age GfauPs in Small Communities: Study 1
. Community Size
Community Under 65 | Over 65
Factor Fac;af Factor v Factor Factor Factor _
“'Attributes. 1 2 3 h X 1 2 3 h X
~ Relatives -.006  .038  .785  .618-  2.46 076  .068  .831  .700  2.77
Batertainment 216 .672  .043  .501L  2.53 .681  .263  .173  .563  2.40
Scaools’ =577 .269 -.068  .410  3.58 | 267 634 -.073  .474  3.35
Organizat fons 067 .730 .14l > 2.28° .843  .089  .025 .79 )
Medical D.786 133 L0220 636 3.56 | 79 344,150  .583 . 3.47
‘Stores -637 - .180  .196  .477  2.98 | 347  .s80  .235  .509  3.09
Priends 104 059 778 %@\2[0 271 _o13 .8 . .804 .669 2.9
Zr’?&féi’éfp&fir;’n'*"""’""" S 12150565 - =022+ 334 2596 - |- 04T _ﬁly 77777777 .357---=-3,00-
1}Quté$af Recreation .209 ;§§2 .010° 452 2.86 743 .190 -.086 .596 2.68
Employment .759  .106  .026  .587. 3.40 | .178  .703  .021 , .527  3.25
Eigenvalue 2.874 1.231 1.084 - - 3.246 1.413 1,041 - -
Total Variance 28,77 1237 10.8% ] .| 32,47 1617 10.6% - -




respondents. Comparison of the two age groups revecals that the two are
highly comparable in all respects but one, participation in public affairs.
Older individuals saw such opportunities as akin to attributes providing

~—for-the maintenamce of-“theécamunity and—its—residents; while-younger-per-—+—
sons saw, participation in the same light as the re:reational opportunities
offered by the community. :

Were younger and older residents comparable in more urban locales?
Table 2 cYearly indicates that the two were pot. The three basic dimensions
of Blake’ et al., emerged among younger respondents.. Factor 1, correspondin
to the maintenance function, was composed of schools, medicalf/facilities,
stores, and employment. Factor 2, reflecting the recredtiomn realm, was
formed of entertainment- facilities, clubg and organizations, and outdoor
recreation,  Factor 3 pergned to nearness to friends and to relatives and
was the expected personal®lations dimension. Participation in public -~
affairs was loaded somewhat on both the maintenance and the entertainment
dimensions. ) 4 .

An entirely different configuration appeared among those over 65.
“Factor 1 was composed of schools, availability of emplayment ‘entertainment
facilities, clubs and organizations, outdoor recreation, andaopportunity
to participate in public affairs. Factor 2 was formed by medical care,
stores and businesses, and, to a lesser extent, entertainment facilities.
— Factor 3 pertained to. nEErnéﬁﬁ_té_IfIEnﬁE_Enﬂ_ta_TEIEtiVEET_thiE_EppeafEd———
to be the same pgrsanal relations dimension found in the other three factor

analyses. : R
. 4

Discussion

‘Results were consistent with the hypotheses. In small towns and rural
..areas-resident . evaluations of community.attributes.clustered into the . ..
expected maintenance, personal relations, and recreation dimensions. In ,
both fage groups conceptually comparable three factor patterns emerged. In

larger communities a cleavage emerged between older and younger residents.
While the younger residents displayed the hypothesized three factor pattern,
older residents visualized the attributes from a different perspective. We
would hypothesize that the perceived functions found among the more elderly
reflect . their degree of integration into the larger community. Factor 1
seemed to represent services and facilities that may be important to the
majority of the population but are less directly useful to elderly residents
Rather, these attributes may be particularly pertinent to the world of the
working age majority. Hence, it might be labeled a 'normative maintenance’
dimension. Lawton's (1977) review of numerous past studies suggest that
these are the areas in which frequency of usage typically decreases among
the elderly due to various biological, social, and' economic deprivations.
.That attributes composing factor 1 may be less personally relevant to the
elderly does not necessarily imply that the aged .view them as unimportant

b
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- Tablo 2.
" Factor Loadings of the Two Age Groups in Urban Communities: Study 1

. Community Size . . .
Commnunity . ~ Under 65 Over” 65

, Factor Factor Factor * Factor Factor Factor _
Attributes 1 ©2 -3 h ‘1 .2 3 h X

»

Relatives 115 -.136 -765 .617 2.46) 256 - -,056 . .801 .710 2.83,

Entertainment o .154 -135- .070 -5581 2.69] 592 .222 .055°  .403 2.60

— — - - - "

Schools S L7146 L2100 -.046 556 3.58] 550 178 .134 353 3.43
Organizations 030 773 .05 .60 244 ;1 310 -.006 o431 2.53
‘Medtcal : 784 .19  .004 652 3.62] 200  .814 - .128  .720  3.57.
Stores | -.378 305 .30z 327 3.0 206 .797  .052  .680  3.13

“Zriends——— =12, 038 160~ 1785~ <644 —2.700 ~z=014" 222 1813~~~ 711 2595

Participation: ~ 341 .378 .002 .259 2.9 .670 . .040 .216  .498 2.96

]

Outdoor Recreation| .260  .552  -.061 376 2.92] .724  .046  .072 532 2.80

Employment . | .720  .041  .155  .566  3.53] 748  .148  .059 .58  3.32

[
[

o
[
&
b

Eigenvalue 2.809 1.276 1.059 1.129  1.060 .

33.4%  12.2%  10.67 - -

Total Variance 28.17 12.87 10.67
I

-
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or insignificant. People can appreciate the importance of an attribute ‘to

the commuhity proper, even thqugh it may provide little direct service to

the indiviéual pegsonally. In fact, clubs and organizations item was loaded on

factor I, but was judged more mear;ant by those over 65 than by those under -
65 (p< 05) Factor 2 contained attributes especlally necessary to the
survival of the often less physically robust and mobile elderly, and so

>. might be labeled a 'personal méintenance" dimension. Studies of !frequency
of service usage (cf. Lawton, 1977) suggest the importance of having these
faciii:iesffeadilyfEVEilsble to the clderly in their immediate locale.

B A =

In summary, SEudy 1 supported the perceived community function hyp@thesea.
In small towns and rural areas- residents may look to the local community to.
provide three functions:' pe%sﬁnsl relations, maintenance, and recreation.
Those over and those under 65 are comparable in this regard. In ‘'larger com-
munities, the general populace still looks to the community envirpnmert to
provide thesg functiii§g Those over 65, howevVer, -differ with younger resi-
~* dents in those communities. The generally legs -froquent contact-of the -+ - -
iL:é aged/with yaunger residﬁnts in the informal social networks and formal or-
"+ ganlzations in.'the’larger communities permits them to view community attribuces
in a different ljpght. In these larger communities it 1s possible that the aged
may differentiat§ between "their facilities" (factor 1) and "our facilities" -
(factor 2), i.e., between services and Escilities important to the populace

_____aaga_ﬂhnlﬂ_and,thaaa_espE;ia1l1_gai§ngia1 to_the aged themselvgs. . In-general,
the pattern of results in larger communities indicates that- the’ specif1¢
attributes providing a,paftlcular perceived function’ may vary w th™-the size
(type) of cannmnity and with the 5pe¢ifi¢ subpapulatian “in quéa ion.

1 {‘ L . Q - .u
¢ STUDY 2

£ In overview, Study 2 wad fﬂitia:ed té answer four questions. First,

—-—--would- the-hypothésized “foprth-perceived function- .emerge as_a di¥tinct di-- ... ...
mension when suitable atfributés werk 'included in the analysis? Second, =~ |
would the essential comﬁarabilicy of the two age groups in smaller com-
munities be replicated when a difﬁerent group bf respondents at a later
point in time were analyzed? Third, were.the results of, Study 1 a "fluke"
of the methodology used, -or would the basic perceived functions stiil ‘be
presenz when different type of rdring scales and . different attributes were
included in the:analysis? Finally, are the four functions similarly related
to adequacy of the currant community environment?

¥

It was predicted that a/maintenance dimension would include facilities
gnd services whose svailability is critical to_.the health and physical
support .of residents no matter what their age. "Stores, shopping facilities;
locally available hospital services would be pertinent here.- A personal
relations function would include accessability of friends and other features
permitting the person to form close personal relationships with others. A

" recreation dimension would be composed of both outdoor recreation and indoor

s
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" entertainment facilities, attributes pféviding a wide range of opportunities
for. fun and rela§QCion Finally, oppnrtuni:ies Eo learn new skills and
_chances for self 1mpf§vement are attributes ptscticall defining the hy-
pﬂthesized persanal develapment function. In light of the previously dis-"
Gussed non-comparability of personal;ﬁevelameﬂt functions and recreation
attributes, it was expeécted that these.attributes. ‘woyld - -cluster together
in a éimension distinet frbm. that :cmpaged of recreatiap Eacilities

"! D .

o Ngxt, 1t was pfedicted that the‘g ﬁnget and older residents would

. converge in their assessmenfy of the ¥ }g of these community attributes.

The relative high ;n;egfatia? of the eldefly into the informal social net- -
works and formal organizations of the' Jlarger community (Bultena, 1969; _ -
Langford, 1962; Powers, et al;,‘1975 Schaolet 1970; Youmans, 1963) would
encourage the old to agrée with t&e*young abgut the relevance of ‘the attri-

- butes to the four fun:tiun; A

¢E

_Further, it has long been known (e.g,, Campbell and Fiske, 1959) that
a atudy s results may be at least somewhat a reflection of the, specific
methods and measures used in that study. Were the distinctions ampng the
three functions obtained in Study 1 a spurious result of the spe@ific rating
‘ scale format and survey items used in that 1nvestigatian? To verify that ‘these ”Ef
distinctions among the functions wérg more than simpLy an artifacdtual bias, _f?
Study 2 attempted to replicate the results with 1l-point bidirectional rdting ¢
‘scales rather than a 4-point unidirectional scale and' witb different atEribu:e~‘ v
destriptiona. The final facus of the study-was to extend the analysis of th%n

. contributions of gommunity gttributes to residents' well- beirg. That older and /|
younger residents are comparable in the functions they see community attribufes tb
play does not necéssarily imply that these ‘attributes are equally relevant . -
to whether older ,and younger reksidents feel the 14cal community is currently
meeting their needs. Similarly, that residents visualize an attribute as - ¥ -\
making substantial contribution to. the adequagy of one's community environ- .%?i}

e prent-does-not-mean:-that- the. sUccessful operation.of that-attribute wiil-be-. - mo ..
‘associated with a more adequate community environment. Among others, ¢
Campbell and Converse (1976) have documerited the frequent lack of corre- |
spondence between:individuals' verbalizations of the importance of an ijeﬂt{ﬁ
event to their wellAbeiﬂg and statistical estimates of the association betwee
the p:esenée/canﬂitioﬁ o£ those items and measures of thelir well -being.

The faur perceived functions should,be differentially felevsnE to res-
idents' subjective well-being. By definition, maintenance attributes are. :
. essential to the physical survival of residents. -Hence, the adequacy of g !
the maintenance attributes should make a unique contributiem to the degree '
the present community environment is meeﬁing residents' needs. It  was
predicted, then, that the judged adequacy of -maintenance attributes would
contribute to residents' satisfaction Wwith the present community, even when
the contributions of the other three functions are.considered:. Next, the
contribution of close personal ties to both the viability of the residential
community qua community (Goudy, 1977; Warren, 1970) and to the individual's
mental health and subjective well-being has been well documented (e.g.,
Bradburn and Caplovitz, 1965; Phillips, 1967). This is apparent among the
- elderly as well as ih the general populace (Larson, 1978; Lawton and Nahemow,
v+ 1973; Lowenthal and Havens, 1968,/. Although proximity to or contact with
) sigpifigant others 1is not necessarily indicative of a positive tenor of
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those intérpersonal relationships @ggii Shanas and Townsend, 1968), the N
former do provide thé basis for the émergence of positive, beneficial

relationships.(Mhanasion. and.Yashioka,..1973; Festinger,.et al., .19205: . '
Nahemow and Lawton, 1975). It was expected, then, that the juﬂged‘adg’ acy - by
of the persomal relations attributes would be associated with greatey com-’
ggnigy sagisfaétian in both age groups. On the other hand, in both age . -
groups the adequacy of’ the personal development: attributes should make a .
minimal conttibugion to the degree the community is meetimg the neéds of  * °
tes{dents. A negd hiersr:hy’§2fspeétf§e, such as that of Maslow (1962) or

_ Mitchell, et 'al., €¢1971), might suggest . that the majority of the popula%e

As more oriented  toward satisfactidn of lower order physiological .and social
needs than of a ﬁlghg: order self-actualization need. Since 'only a minority .
of -individuals would be acutely concefned with self-realization, the importance \
accorded ‘to a community's,personal development attributes by most persons-weuld *
be relatively ‘low. In the general pdpulace, then, the judged adequacy of per-
sonal development attributes shoulq be minimally predictive of satisfaction ' . .

“with the present community. Further, that suit bie‘recreaz}bnsl‘sctiﬁitiés M
'~ can enhance one's quality of 1life is well known' (e.g., Meyersohn, 1972). AYet,

in cogparison tg younger dn@iaighals, the old msy’ﬁnderutilige entertainment

“facilities (cf. Lawton, 1977) and be less, appreciative of outdoor leisure
a;;ivities’at'lgast=those’§emanding physical exertion (e.g., Christenson
and Yoesting, 1973). It was hypothesized, then, that the julged ‘adequucy of ..
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among younger than among-older.individuals. /- S ) )
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Ut1l4€y listings provided the sampling frame to reflect the heads of
yas there aﬁ;iné?rparsted place of more than 3,000 persoits. Separately for *
each county, a stratified proportional sample of 465 fnamed was selected to -
represent. the first county, and 958 thg other. Strat{fication of each tounty
was based on township boundaries. There were 13-townghips ‘in’each counties,
and the propqrtions drawn from each stratum to the tetal county samplé was
based on the proportion of households in each townshfp to the total mumber
of hougeholds for each county. All heads of households with listed ‘phone
number’s: were contacted by phone', asked for cheir:caapefation,=éﬁd mailed the
questionnaire. Two reminders were also sent, approximately two weeks apart,
to thdse people who had not previously responded, Those not contacted by
phone were sent the questionnaire with-a more extensive cover letter asking
their cooperation.’ The two additiondl mailings were also sent to those who
had not responded prevdously. In all, 283 résponded in the first and 504
the other county, yielding a total response rate of 60.9% &nd 61.0%, respeg>
tively. The two samples were combindd in the analysis below. Elifination
of individuals who did not proyide tHe necessary data reduced the sample to

&

752, 460 under and 292 over 60 years of age.
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from”'don't want loca Lly," throu don't care" (6), tol'must have locally" ,
(ll).a The attributes were ear to frierg'" ' b) ."muich outdoor recreation
(like psfks)‘" c) '%igh qugiity public hospicais°" d)i''extensive indoor enter- .
tainment, (like movies)," e)\!'good stores and shopping: facilities," f) "oppor+"
 tunities: for self-ilprovement (like hobby clubs, adult!eﬂuﬂat}bn)," g) "chances -
- to devefﬁp close, warm relationships with others, % h) "range of places for fun
and rela;atian." and 1) "opportunities locally to .learn new skillsg and develop
«- one's taleéts." Next, respondents ‘rated. tHeir satisfactian withﬁgach of these
atérﬁbutea ag they now exist in your ow ’amﬁ%nity Ratings were made on a
_7‘paint scale anchored st 1 ("very dissatisfied") and ?.C"very satisfied")
Further,” re5pégdent§ completed a scale of six closed, mixed response: farmat o
items, which’ dégﬁribed efr’ sati&faztion with their pfésent cgmmunity in’ ‘sgésfg
#general Ffﬁally, in@iviéuals rEpOfCEd Eheir age and other aecie-ecanamie )

‘1 chgrgﬁtéfistics . Tl -7

iia 'Indi duals‘thenirated sgch af’ S;g ttributes on an 1ll1- -point scale ranging
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", .t As in Study 1, ratings of attribute values were converted. to scéfes of ,
1 tq 11, ‘highgt scores indicating greater judged desirability. Separately 'lglgﬁj
fof each cof the two age groups, ratings were factor analyzed by principal.
cﬁmponens-varimax ratation‘pto:edures (Harman, 1960). To test the hypathesi:ed
ptﬁEeren:glaonfiEUfatiang.'a four Eacter solutian was specified a priori (eee”

Table 3). ' - R

- - i

—— P
R gAThe “four” preaicted dimensions emerged. Fécter ‘1 was composed of local -

- Opp rtunities to .learn new skills and develop one's talents, and opgortunities
. fog self impfgve&ent (like hobby clubs, adult education). Range of places for
.- . fun and relaxation, indoor ente:tainment, and outdoor recreation were loaded
" prin:ipslly on fscter 3‘ As hypathesized then, a clesvage appeared between

:aummnity residencs. EEGEGI 2, fEPEEEEﬂQing praxim{éy to ffiEﬂdS and :a
. :elaﬁives, and factor 4., composed of stores-shopping facilities and public
haspital&, were ;he anticipated personal relatien and maintenance dimensions.
Further, the patterns of factor loadings in' the, two age samples were
Es:rikiﬂgly comparable. Not only the overall configuration, but also the -
 magnitude of the .attribute loadings and the proportion of variance explained
by a factor were highly consistent across $amples. This ¢orrespondence B
. supports the hypethesis that in small cammunities elder and ydlnger groups
viﬂuali:e the fales played by the cammunity atEfibuEes in iﬁaimilar manner,

1]

" Were the four functional areas as relevant to community satisfsétian
. S
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—~ical welfare. —The adequacy-of -the-personal-relations-at®ibutes-was -also——— -~

'iteme ef the eoemenity eetiefeetien scele were eenuerted to standard (Z)

among the older as among the younger individuele7 To answer Cthis queetieﬁkr

five” eempeeite scorgs were computed. First, responses to each of the six

resgendenggi Ihe highet Ehe score the Ieee wee the degfee of eetiﬁfeetion 7
expressed.=~ Next, a "function satisfaction" score was ‘computed for each of
the four attribute functions. The satisfactich ratings of those attributes
fermiﬁg factor in _Table 3 were averaged for each respondent. For exemple,=-
one's personal feletiene gsatisfaction score was the mean of that.person's
ratings of proximity to friends and chances to form close relationships on
the 7-point attribute satisfaction eeelee. Eaeﬁ regpondent then, received
four function satisfact{on scores. Higher scgres indicated greeterssatie-
fee:ion with the relevent ettributee , .
( . E £

., Separately fef'zhe elder and the younger eamples, .the overall community ..
ee:iefeetien scores formed the dependent verfeble and the four function
satisfaction scores the independent variables in an additive multiple linear
regreasion enelyeie The regressions were significant ip both the older
(F 11.128, p<.001, df = &/287) and the younger samples (F = 33,273, p<.001,

daf 4/455)._ Teble % presents ‘the degree to which satisfaction with the

ettr;_gieeF Jag agssociated with overall comhunity satisfaction within ‘each age-
ersonal relations,.recreation, and malntenance made eeperete eeﬁ-;i,
tributions to the community satisfaction of younger respondents. With elde:
perdons, however, community satisfaction was eeeeeieted with only the mein=
.tenance end pereenel relations ettfibutee. -

Reeults then, were consistent with hypotheses In both age groups
satisfaction with maintenenee attributes was uniquely predictive of commmity -
satisfaction. By definition, such attributes are essential to residents phys-

predictive of ‘community satisfactdion, cohsistent with the assumed impor tarice
af interpersonal affective ties to mental health and subjective quality of
life. 1In neither group was the personal development arena uniquely predictive
ef ce@nmnity eeciefeecien. As implied by current need hiererehy perspectives
felevane to reeidente in geﬁerel Ehen would ettributee keyed to "lower erder
physiological and ‘social needs. .
The major difference between the two age groups was in the role of
recreational attributes., Satisfaction with recreational facilities wad pre-
dictive of overall community satisfaction among those under 60, but not
among those over 60 years of age. This result implies that when considering
the quality of life offered by the community environment the recreational
attributes are given higher prloricy by the young than by the old. Such
an interpretation is consistent with the literature suggesting that elderly
individuals typieelly use local entertainment facilities substantially less

" than other community facilities, and that the elderly may use outdoor recre- -

W oro» b

ational facilities, at least those requiring extensive physical exertion,
=
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less frequently than do the younger
R } .
—ieoe - One-point—should-— beunptedkiﬁ passing—u~The»presenEAresults de ~not-
necessarily demonstrate that recreation opportunities in general were
more important to young than to older individuals. Although the results
are not 1n:ampatible with such a conclusion, the data pertain strictly to
_facilities and services in thg community Envitanmenﬁ Hence, the relatively
low  importance accorded recreation att:ibutes by, the older respondents may
reflect the fact that poor health, lack of transPQrtation, financial dif-
ficulties and similar constraints that often bedevil the elderly (cf. Larson,
1978) may lead many to seek opportunities for relaxation and enjoyment from =
sources other than facilities like parks and movie’ theateta Epecificallyv
developed for those purposes.

R ST
b

L

L]

Conclusions and Implications -
This pattern of results has. several theoretical and prgzticﬂt fmpli-
cations. Most generally, results support the potential value of an J'indi-
~==vidual levél perceived community function" approach tﬂ’underatanding the
role of community -attributes in residents' subjectivé well-being.” Support
was found for the existence of four perceptual dimensions in the ﬂrieﬁtatians
_____tﬂuatd_httribuféi_df_thé_résiﬁéﬁtiﬁI‘égmmun;Ey_a*spIéyeﬁ_by_hausennié_heaﬁs
living in small “towns and rural areas. The dimensions did not appear to be
a quirk of the mé'thodology, for at least three of the dimensions were repli-
cated even when the respondent sample, point in time’ gpecific community
attributes, and scaling format were varied,, Further, the dimensions widre
differentially related to community satisfaction. ihe judged adequacy of
attributes composing the personal relations and the maintenance dimensions
- were each positively related to community satisfaction. Discontent with
recreation attributes was predictive of community satisfaction for residents
under 60 but not for individuals over 60. As expecteg, contentment with the
current condition of personal development a:tributesis unrelated to com-
munity satisfaction when residents' satisfaction with the other three function
areas was controlled. ;

Further, the present results suggest how the "specific attribute approach”
to understanding subjective well-being could be extended. The perceived func--
tion framework would be hegristic in suggesting which commurity attributes
could be relevant to community satisfaction/subjective quality of life, how
many attributes are necessary to cover the range.of possible determinEﬁts, =
and why specific attributes are relevant to subjective well-béing. This
grafting of the perceived function approach to the specific attribute paradigm
might enhamce Ehe explanatory power of the latter in accounting for community
satisfaction/subjective well-beidg. It would not necessarily, however, in-
crease the ability of the latter perspective to identify perceived functions
of community attributes.

Results also have implications for theories of aging The empiricsl
data and the theoretical perspective suggest that these perceived £functions
could serve as criteria against which the elderly (or, for that fatter,’
individuals in general) evaluate the adequacy of a given residential environ-
ment. If the quality of life experienced by individuals is a resultant of

Q . . i o 13{5
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" such. ;::aupafggive process (€. g.; Campbell, Canverse, -and Radgers 1975),'

then these dimensions may serve as points of departure in identifying how - ‘
a specific residential environment can be “improved to make it more cQﬁpatible L

. ”"ui:h the unique needs of -the elderly. - P

B ,mServL;gs pragrams, fa;ilities .and nther attribufes of that. pafticular
eﬂvirnnment shauld be evglua;gd nat anly in respe;t Ea hQH effectively they -

plgying :he nthet rales tan. Alang these lines that an envirnnment p:avides §
. ample epggttuﬂities for close Eersanal relaﬁianships or for rEﬁreatinn does J
‘not necessarily mean that personal development appnrtunitieg will be availableT.’
Illugtritively, both younger and older respondents in the present® ‘investigation-
drew a_distinction’ between personal development and recreagiaﬂ attributes, as

) well as differentiating between these and pe:sgnal :elatiﬁﬂs epga:tunities. )

Finslly, the current appfaa:h Hauld suggegt a mgthedalégy fat designing
... local services_and programs for the elderly of a specific community. Suppose
that a particular service or facility is seen by the elderly as part gf
functions A and B but irrelevant to functions C and D. Will: cautemplated ]
changes in a service delivery system ensure the continued provision of fumc-
tions A and B? Could it'be modified to also provide for functions C and D7 '
A more realistic situation might be ope in which a teahnigslly Ssuperior
service is ‘intrfoduced, but suffers undg:utilizatian by the target clientele,
Iden:iﬁying the asscciatians fhe elderly see’ béfween the se:vice and community

the ‘bakis. fnf this resisfan:e or indicaze hag utilizazigg can be improved. 18 .

ryice seen as. relevant to none of the functions? Is it seen as relevant
-to a fupetion, but that functiodn is of low priority? Is the service geen by

, - the target clientele to play a role different than the functions “Intended by
the service providers? These questions could be addressed within a pafti:ulsr

"community by*analyzing how a specific gervice (e.g., a given nutritional. prai
uAgram»faffthe‘sggd}-asffazilitgg(ggg., -a-denlor-citizen center) is.related-to. ..
attributes composing "eacft of the perceived functions. Multidimensional
scaling or factor/cluster analyses of public preferenseg toward relevant
commmity aEEribuEes as idenﬁified in opinion surveys of local ‘residents may
" be useful in this regard. “Siuch studies may indicate ways to modify-local -~ -
services/facilities so as both to better meet the unique needs of the tar et
clientele and also to more effectively secure the suﬁpaft of theigeneral

publie. T . » ; >
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A Cﬂmpsrable fe;ulfs a?peared n separate Snalyses aifcﬂﬂnmnitieg_ﬂf R
: under 2,500 and areaslaf 2,500-10,000 papulatian Heace, SﬂslySEBxHEEE T
=t EﬁﬂbiEEﬂ in Table 9 T : | N B T

tafbeing the kind af place ynu wguld like it to ba?"»rﬂespaﬂse alternstiveg-

- aex . Were: _CylERE]C ,ahleluse," "oretty far,” and "very far." Anatﬁer item
' was, "How waulﬂ ynu Eampare living in this community as it is now with liviug
" in'most other places in the country?'™  Alternative responses weré: ''there
is much better," "there .is bertter, " "about zhe same," "here is better,
'BE:E is ,mut;h better "o -

31Fa: this reasan, the eigenvalue of .962 thained in the uﬁdgf 65
sample was accepted, althaugh it was slightly below the cammnnly aczeptgd

e

1.00 cut off. _ . -

=] f‘ R

;imuu;minjilihe szaie appea:ed“tanbeimeaningfuljinéx the. samedtimeﬂﬂg :heip;eséntng

~ study, an independent mail survey was conducted on a random sample of 382
. 1ndividual headg af~hau£ehalds in the same 26 :awnships. In that. survey,—~—

gttenuatian due Ea unreliability in batﬁrs;algs, the éétiﬁated caffelatiaﬁ
increased to .749.: In the present survey, it again demonstrated substantial

reliability, Cronbach's alpha = .80 in the éntire sample. Further, it again

.correlated significantly with 'the separate. four item scale of the desire for

change in the present Community. .The correlations were 459 (p .01, df =

458) amofig .the ycunger sample snd 488 (p, .0%, df = 290} among . the alder
feeee-regpondents, e I ,‘_VJ’wﬁii,. R S

S/The apprapriateness of the linearity gssumptian vas supported by
four bivariate trend analysés (cf. Winer, 1971). Not a single non-linear

trend obtained signifi:ance when paésible linear ésséciatians were :gncfalled.!“

SIAS was required to test the hypatheses, this analysia was designed to -
assess the réﬁatienship between attribute ‘satisfaction and overall commnity
satisfaction within given age groups. The format cannot, nor was it intended
“En, indicate the degree to which the association of attribute and overall
community satisfaction depended upon. years of age per Se.ficlearly, as assumed
in the hypotheses, the magnitude of the association found in.a given age group-
can depend upon income, health, access to services and nther :hsractefistics
correlated Hith _age. : '
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